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Join a dedicated team and contribute to the running of a
genuine ethical sanctuary for captive born lions that cannot be
rehabilitated into the wild.

Join for 1 – 4 weeks.
Via Volunteers, PO Box 1186, Gordon’s Bay, 7151, South Africa
www.viavolunteers.com | info@viavolunteers.com | +27 21 856 4220 | Download Our Free App

Good to Know
Useful Information
Arrival airport

Cape Town (CPT)

Arrival day

Friday recommended - you can arrive earlier or over the weekend

Join project on…

Monday

Last day of volunteering

Friday

Fly home on…

Friday evening (you can also depart any day after)

Minimum duration

1 week – includes 3 nights at Ashanti Lodge & 4 nights at the sanctuary

Maximum duration

4 weeks – includes 3 nights at Ashanti Lodge & 4 nights at the sanctuary
each week

Volunteering hours

Approx 08:30 - 17:00, Monday to Friday

Working with…

Food preparation for the lions, cleaning lion camps and grounds, monitoring
visitors and more.

Minimum age

You must be 18 years or older when you arrive

What’s Included
Pre-arrival support

Our experienced team is on hand to ensure you are fully prepared for your
trip to South Africa

Airport welcome

One of our team will be at the airport to welcome you and escort you to
Ashanti Lodge

Weekend accommodation

You will stay at Ashanti Lodge every Friday, Saturday & Sunday night

Food

Basic breakfasts are included at Ashanti Lodge each weekend. All other
meals are self-catering

Wi-Fi

Free Wi-Fi at Ashanti Lodge. There is no Wi-Fi at the Lion Sanctuary

Vodacom Sim Card

A free, pre-registered Sim card for your phone

Project accommodation

You will stay in a cabin close to the lion and chimpanzee enclosures

Project transfer

We will take you to the Lion Sanctuary on your first morning

Orientation

You will receive a comprehensive welcome brief and introduction to the
sanctuary when you arrive

In-country support

Our volunteer coordinators are available 24/7 for emergencies, and are on
hand to help you make the most of your stay

Certificate of Appreciation

On completion of your placement we will send you a special thank you to
accompany your CV or resume

Not Included: International flights and insurance. You must use the Uber App on your phone to book your
remaining Monday/Friday transfers between Ashanti Lodge & the Lion Sanctuary.
Citizens from most countries can arrive in South Africa and stay for up to 90 days without a visa. Please refer to
our website FAQ section for more details if you are unsure.

Preparation Checklist
Before you apply
1

Consider your motivations and expectations for volunteering

2

Read this volunteer guide

3

Decide when you would like to join this project, and for how long

4

Download our Free App for Android or iPhone

How to Apply
5

Apply from the Via Volunteers App or use the Booking Form on our website.
You can also email us at info@viavolunteers.com
You do not pay anything when you apply

6

We will reply to confirm that we have a placement available for you. We will keep your placement
reserved for about a week

7

We will also send you a detailed itinerary and quote, as well as a deposit invoice with a link for
secure payment by credit card or PayPal

8

If you are happy with your preliminary itinerary and quote, you can confirm your placement by
paying your deposit

9

On receipt of your deposit, we will start making arrangements for your stay in South Africa.

Preparing for your trip
10

We will send you a Personal Information form to complete.
Please email this back to us as soon as possible

11

We will send you a Travel Information form to complete.
Please email this back to us when you have confirmed your flight details

12

Book your flights.
Remember that you can arrive and depart at any time of day. If you want to spend some extra time
exploring Cape Town (highly recommended!), we can add extra accommodation to your itinerary
and quote as required

13

About six weeks before you travel, we will send you an email with some useful advice and
reminders, and a secure link for your balance invoice

14

You can pay your balance invoice at any time, but no later than 4 weeks before you join us

15

Use the ‘Best Things to do in Cape Town’ section of our app to create your own Cape Town Bucket
List. If you would like us to book any activities for your first weekend, you can let us know about a
week or more before you travel

16

A few days before you travel, we will add you on Facebook and send you some useful notes to help
you settle in quickly and have a safe stay in South Africa.

Your Basic Itinerary
Arriving in South Africa

1

One of our team will be there to meet you when you land at Cape Town International Airport – You will
see us holding a welcome sign with your name on as you enter the arrivals hall.
From the time your flight lands, it may take you anything from 15 minutes to an hour or more to reach
the Arrivals Hall, depending on how busy the airport is, and how quickly the baggage is unloaded. We
won’t leave without you, so don’t worry if there are any delays
You don’t need to worry if your flight is late either. We monitor the expected landing time for your flight,
so we will be there to meet you no matter how late your flight is

2

We will transfer you to Ashanti Lodge, our volunteer base in Cape Town (about a 25-minute drive).

Joining the Lion Sanctuary
3

On Monday morning, one of our volunteer coordinators will collect you from Ashanti Lodge, transfer you
to the Lion Sanctuary (about a 45-minute drive), and introduce you to the team

4

The project coordinator will help you to settle in and you will have a full orientation shortly after arrival.
The team will also take you to a shopping mall every Monday morning to stock up on groceries or the
week.

Weekends Off
5

If you are staying for longer than a week, you will have accommodation included at Ashanti Lodge every
Fri/Sat/Sun night. This will give you some time to take in some of the amazing activities and tours in and
around the world’s most beautiful city

6

You must use the Uber App on your phone for your transfers back to Ashanti Lodge each Friday evening,
and for your return to the Lion Sanctuary each Monday morning.

Flying home
7

On your last Friday, you must book an Uber to collect you from the Lion Sanctuary at about 17:00 and
transfer you back to Cape Town International Airport. You should arrive at about 18:00

8

To ensure that you have plenty of time to check-in, please book your international flight to depart no
earlier than 20:00.
If you would like to add extra nights in Cape Town to your stay and depart later, please let us know when
you have your flight dates. You can then depart at any time of day.

Lion Sanctuary
Project Overview
Join an award winning and internationally acclaimed sanctuary for captive born lions that cannot be
rehabilitated into the wild. Drakenstein Lion Park provides these displaced lions with a home for life, where
they are treated with compassion and respect and allowed to live out their lives with dignity.
As a genuine sanctuary, they are not involved in breeding or any form of commercial trade. The sanctuary has
long campaigned for the abolition of canned lion hunting in South Africa. For more information about canned
lion hunting and its links to lion cub petting, please refer to the FAQ section on our website.
Volunteers have the unique opportunity to join a team of dedicated animal care givers and experience the day
to day running of a lion sanctuary, working for the animals and not with them. You will also have opportunities
to work with the smaller chimpanzee sanctuary adjacent to the lions.
To join this project, you will need to be in good physical condition and aged 18 years or older by the time you
arrive. Good social skills are an advantage and a willingness to help where needed is vital as you will be part of a
small team of staff and volunteers. Personal characteristics like commitment, flexibility and the ability to use
your initiative will also be key. To ensure effective communication between all team members, a good
understanding of the English language is also required.

General Working Routine
You can expect to be busy from 08:30 to 17:00 from Monday to Friday, with a 1-hour lunch break at around
noon. You will have the weekends off to explore Cape Town. General volunteer activities will include but not be
limited to the following:
•

Monitoring visitors to the sanctuary to ensure our animals wellbeing.

•

Food preparation for the lions, tigers, chimpanzees and the smaller animals.

•

Cleaning the grounds and facilities.

•

Cleaning lion and tiger camps.

•

Clearing alien vegetation.

•

Assisting with tour groups.

•

Clearing fence lines and general fence maintenance.

•

Fence construction.

•

Firebreak maintenance (and fire fighting in the summer!).

A local taxi service is available for trips out in your spare time. There is a 21:00 curfew at the volunteer camp, so
you will need to be back by then if you do pop out for a meal, drinks or shopping.

Accommodation
Weekend Accommodation: Ashanti Lodge in Cape Town
Voted in 2019 as Cape Town’s best backpacker, Ashanti Lodge has excellent facilities and is perfectly positioned
in central Cape Town as an ideal base for volunteers. This will be your ‘home from home’ over the weekends
and is a great place to relax when you aren’t out exploring everything Cape Town has to offer:
●

Separate male and female dormitory accommodation with all bedding and linen provided

●

Free Wi-Fi from anywhere on the premises

●

A fully equipped shared kitchen with fridge/freezers for storing your groceries

●

A basic breakfast is included, with tea, coffee, juice, cereals, yoghurt, toast, peanut butter and jam

●

All bedding including linen, duvet and pillows

●

Laundry service – R70 per 0-5 kg load including powder, wash, dry & fold. Drop it off at reception and it
will be ready for you about 12 hours later

●

Lots of showers and toilets

●

A lovely pool area with sun beds and a BBQ

●

A restaurant bar with a pool table and big screen TV. If you are extra hungry, an all you can eat breakfast
buffet is available for only R70, with great value meals available through to 10pm

●

A personal safe for every volunteer and coded access to your room

●

Lockable storage for your valuables (please bring your own padlock for this)

●

CCTV Security with controlled gate access, and a night manager

●

The lodge and rooms are cleaned and serviced daily.

Accommodation
At the Lion Sanctuary
During your time with the Lion Sanctuary you will stay in shared accommodation not far from the lion and
chimpanzee enclosures, so you will hear the occasional roar at night.
●

Same sex shared rooms with single beds, a small wardrobe and a small drawer unit

●

Each bed has a pillow, pillow cases and sheets. You will need to bring your own sleeping bag, and
blankets are available for the colder winter nights

●

Showers with hot and cold water and a flush toilet

●

Volunteer lounge with a TV and DVD player

●

Kitchen with a fridge/freezer, gas stove, microwave, kettle, toaster, pots, plates, utensils and a sink

●

A housekeeper will clean the kitchen and lounge area once a week, but you will be expected to keep your
own areas tidy and clean up your dishes from day to day

●

There is no Wi-Fi at the sanctuary, but a shopping trip to a large mall is provided every Monday to enable
you to stock up on food, check emails at a local internet cafe, and drop off any laundry

●

There is no safe at the volunteer camp, but there is one in the main office for storing valuables

●

Budgeting: Depending on your appetite and lifestyle, we suggest that you allow about £80 / U$100 per
week for food, entertainment and other personal daily needs. If you like to eat out a lot, you should
allow for this too.

Useful Information
Climate
South Africa is situated in the southern hemisphere, so it’s winter here when it’s summer in the northern
hemisphere. Seasonal climate varies across South Africa too, so Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban can
have wildly different weather at the same time of year. Cape Town’s unique location and Mediterranean
climate also give rise to an unusual pattern of seasons that make it ideal for visitors all year round.
Spring
September and October. This is a great time to visit Cape Town as the flowers are out and this is usually peak
season for viewing Southern Right Whales along our shores. Day temperatures rise to an average of between
25 and 30°C (77°F and 86°F). The nights remain rather cool and the weather is quite pleasant, calm and steady
with little wind.
Summer
November to March. These are the most popular months for regular tourists, who come to enjoy the 11 or
more hours of sunshine every day. Temperatures of 35°C (95°F) or more are not unusual, with January and
February topping 40°C (104°F) on some days. February is the driest month of the year, with less than 15mm of
rain.
Autumn
April and May. Warm sunny days, little wind and balmy nights mark this as one of the best times to visit. This is
also one of the best times of year for spectacular sunsets with skies painted orange, red and gold.
Winter
June to August. Although we do experience cooler temperatures and more rain over these months, it’s not
unusual to have clear blue skies with temperatures of 25°C (77°F) or more. Many visitors from the UK remark
how it reminds them of a good British summer. Temperatures can fluctuate wildly, so on many days you might
find yourself wearing an extra layer early in the morning, and back in a t-shirt by lunchtime. It can feel cold at
night as we don’t have central heating in South Africa - bring an extra warm layer or two!

